Molecular pathogenesis of colorectal cancer.
The enormous progress made in the identification of genes that are involved in colon carcinogenesis has provided the foundation for further understanding the biology of both normal and cancer cells and for targeted therapeutic strategies. In one sense, the genes described in this review are only the building blocks of a larger puzzle that constitutes the integrated metabolic function of a cell. The current challenge is to understand the functional role of these genes in normal cellular physiology and make the connections between pathways that knit together integrated cellular homeostasis. A complete understanding of the regulatory pathways, and the synthesis and modifications of the proteins involved, will provide novel targets for therapeutic agents.